JET. 47]   LOED MINTO'S SPEECH  ON  THE UNION         57

of a great majority of the people of Ireland without
exposing the rest to danger, ... I must confess
myself, on that account, a warm friend to the measure :
and I am free to confess that if these were not to he
the consequences, I should expect very little advantage
by it. I am desirous, therefore, of declaring for myself,
that I shall think the Union much more perfect, much
better adapted to all its beneficial ends, if the just
claims of the Catholic Irish are provided for by an ex-
press article of the treaty itself.

' After having thus declared my own mind, and dis-
tinctly pronounced my own judgment on this great
leading point, I think it right to add that if any po-
litical peculiarities of the present time should render
it impracticable to express those wholesome provisions
in the written treaty itself, I would rather restrain my
wishes for the accomplishment of this desirable end,
than expose this great transaction to needless and un-
profitable hazard by unreasonable pertinacity or impa-
tience.'

The speech concluded by an examination of the
competence of the English and Irish legislatures to
pass an Act of Union. In the case of the union with
Scotland 6a separate Parliament existed in both coun-
tries, and the respective Parliaments were the parties in
the treaty; that treaty was negotiated under the autho-
rity of the two Parliaments ; they sanctioned the con-
clusion, and they constructed finally and irreversibly that
happy system, under which we now live secure, at the
distance of almost a century.'